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POLICY:

To enhance employee safety and reduce the potential of being struck by a moving vehicle
when employees are working on or near a public roadway.

PURPOSE:

The purpose is to provide a set of guidelines for use by CAL FIRE/Butte County Fire
employees while operating at the scene of a traffic-related incident, on or near a highway,
with motor vehicle traffic. Always consider that moving vehicles are a threat to your
personal safety and a threat to the personnel and equipment that operate on or near a
highway.

PROCEDURE:

“» While at scene of a vehicle accident, ensure apparatus is parked in a way to
provides protection for the crews from oncoming flows of traffic.

% Ensure that all emergency lighting on all apparatus are on to increase the
visibility of apparatus along the roadway during the daytime and nighttime
hours

< Utilize any appropriate traffic control devises as necessary and/or available.
These could include light sticks, road flares, traffic cones, reflective triangles,
etc.

“ Ensure that all personnel operating on the scene of a vehicle accident have
their appropriate personal protective equipment on.

“+ While operating on an incident not involving fire extinguishment, that is on or
along a state roadway, ensure all crew members are wearing a high visibility
garment that meets the requirements set forth in ANSI-107(2004) or ANSI-
207(2006.

Specific guidelines for exercising these procedures are noted in the following pages.
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VEHICLE PLACEMENT for INCIDENTS

As the first arriving emergency vehicle approaches the scene, determine the size of the

incident space based on the number and location of involved vehicles, debris field, patient triage
and treatment area, extrication area, and tool cache area.

Whenever possible, position the first arriving apparatus to protect the scene. The initial apparatus
should serve as a blocking vehicle to provide a workspace protected from traffic approaching in at
least one direction. “Blocking” is the action of positioning an apparatus or a vehicle at an angle to
halt the flow of moving traffic in one or more lanes. All other apparatus should park downstream
from the blocking apparatus.

Consideration should be given to incident needs with regards to vehicle placement. Additional
spacing may be necessary between the blocking vehicle and the incident allowing room for
apparatus carrying specialized equipment to gain access. It may also become necessary to
reassign which vehicle will be designated as the blocking vehicle when the first arriving vehicle is
unable to assume that role. Coordination with law enforcement having jurisdiction will be essential
to successful scene management.

The front wheels of the “block” vehicle should be turned away from the work area. A “blocking”
action may be a “block to the right” or “block to the left” tactic based on the situation that will
provide the best margin of safety for the emergency personnel

operating at the scene.

Note: The exact angle and position of the “block” will be based on a
number of factors including position of operator, location of pump panel, use of
pump panel, location of specialized equipment, and highway configuration.

The upstream side of the blocking apparatus should be considered a "NO STAND” zone. For a
first arriving engine company where a charged hose line may be needed, attempt to block so that
the pump panel is “downstream”, on the opposite side of on- coming traffic. Always attempt to
“block” the most critical or highest traffic volume lane or lanes first. When possible, use fire
apparatus to block the traffic lane that is already obstructed by the incident.

The position of blocking apparatus shall take into consideration all factors that limit sight distance
of the approaching traffic including lighting conditions. As a guide, when positioning a “block”
vehicle on a highway with high-speed traffic, the block vehicle should be no closer than 100 - 150
feet from the involved vehicles of the traffic-related incident.

Ambulances should always be parked downstream from the actual incident and positioned
within the protected work area with their rear patient loading doors angled away from the
nearest lanes of moving traffic.

e All patient loading into ambulances is done from within the protected work
zone.

e Ambulances should not park in the opposite lanes of traffic from the
incident.

¢ Ambulances should not be used as a “block” vehicle if other resources are
available.
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If at all possible, avoid parking emergency vehicles in the opposite lanes of traffic that require
personnel to cross over traffic lanes, medians, or barriers (K-rails) in order to reach the
incident scene. Parking in the opposite lanes of traffic provides no protection for the vehicle
or the personnel attempting to reach the incident scene.

o Itis safer to drive past the incident locating a safe area to turnaround and
approach from the upstream direction eventually parking downstream from
the incident.

e If approaching from the downstream direction, it is better to park in the area
downstream from the incident in the same lanes of traffic where the incident
has occurred rather than parking in the opposite lanes of traffic.

If the traffic related incident has occurred in the center of a multi-lane highway, it may be necessary
to position block vehicles on either side of the incident directing traffic towards the shoulders, or to

shut the roadway down completely.

When department activities on or near a public roadways create or threaten to create a hazard, the
supervisor should make a request to close the roadway to nonessential traffic. A request to close a
local county or other public road should be directed to the law enforcement agency having traffic
investigative authority (i.e. CHP, Gridley PD, Paradise PD, etc.).

A request to close a state highway should be directed to the California Highway Patrol. A
request to close public roads under the jurisdiction of some particular agency, such as a state
park, national forest, etc., should be directed to that agency (i.e. State Parks, USFS).

The agency responsible for closing a road should make the decision to reopen it to normal traffic.

TRAFFIC CONTROL
Understanding that there is no absolute means to protect emergency response personnel at the
scene of a traffic-related incident, personnel are urged to constantly keep in mind the “three
quiding principles” when operating at the scene of a traffic- related incident on, or near a
highway with motor vehicle traffic. Recognizing these three guiding principles will increase the
margin of safety for personnel operating at traffic-related incidents. The three guiding principles
are:
[}

When available and practical, use traffic control devices such as signs, traffic cones,

flares, barricades, tubular markers, or any other appropriate device that will warn or direct

motorists away from an approaching emergency incident.

[ ]
Position vehicles or traffic control devices that allow for an adequate space between the
point where the traffic is diverted and the actual incident scene.

o BeSeen
All personnel operating at the scene of a traffic-related incident on, or near a highway
with motor vehicle traffic should wear highly visible, highly reflective garments to increase
the ability of motorists to see the emergency response worker during day and night
operations. It is equally important for all vehicles to be seen and therefore emergency
lighting and vehicle mounted traffic control devices such as arrow sticks should be used.
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Exception: The supplemental retro-reflective vest is NOT designed or approved for
use as fire resistant PPE, and shall not be worn by any employee engaged in fire
suppression.

ADVANCED WARNING for INCIDENTS
Advanced warning for a traffic-related incident on a multi-lane highway with a single lane blocked

and motor vehicle traffic traveling at high speeds may include:

e Following the recommendation contained in NFPA 1500 Section 8.4.27, an
“Emergency Scene” sign should be placed both upstream and downstream from the
incident at a distance that provides adequate advance warning to the
approaching motorist.

e The use of traffic control devices to create a taper affect directing moving
traffic to lanes not impacted by the incident starting at a point that allows adequate
distance for the moving traffic to be safely diverted away from the incident.
e Remember that traffic control devices identify and only suggest the transition
and tapering actions that are required of the approaching motorist.
e Tapers should be gradual allowing motorists plenty of time and distance to
alter their direction of travel.
e The traffic control devices taper should end no closer than 100’ to the first
block vehicle in order to create a buffer space between the taper and the block
venhicle.
e As aguide, when creating a taper, traffic control devices should be placed
apart at a distance equal to the posted speed limit in feet.
Based on the flow of traffic, the distance apart may be adjusted to provide for
the optimum effective use of the devices. (See Fire Protection Training
Handbook, Section 4331)

FLAGGER
When available and practical, a flagger should be used when the traffic on a public road should
stop, slow down, or proceed at a speed different than normal because of department activities.

The flagger must wear a high visibility safety vest and carry a retro-reflective "stop" and "slow"
paddle sign or other comparable device for alerting approaching traffic. Flaggers must be
illuminated at night so that they are clearly visible to approaching traffic.

Flaggers must receive sufficient instruction to assure that traffic control activities are carried out
in a safe and efficient manner. They must:

e Be properly trained in methods of warning road traffic and equipped with
required materials.

e Be equipped with communications to allow for coordination of traffic flow,
communicate with the Incident Commander, and advise of a dangerous
traffic approaching or entering the scene.

e Stand in the safest and most visible location possible and have an
identified escape route.
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